[Long-term therapy in childhood epilepsy].
Recommendations for treatment of pediatric epileptic patients issued by three different sources are analyzed. 1) The review on treatment-resistant epilepsy published in 2003 by the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality. 2) Articles written by the Cochrane Epilepsy Group available in January 2004. 3) A personal review of papers presenting a pediatric interest published between 1998 and 2003. Most of the data are related to the use of new anti-epileptic drugs. The therapeutic effect can be evaluated only when considering the etiology or the epileptic syndrome. Few studies have been devoted to the therapeutic benefit in terms of the child's quality-of-life.